
 
The Western SARE Visiting Research and Education Grants provide an opportunity for 
researchers around the world to partner with farmers, ranchers, agricultural professionals, and 
researchers of the Western U.S. region for conducting research, education, and Extension 
activities. For detailed information about this program please visit: https://western.sare.org 
 
Who can apply? 
A member of a host institution in the western US can apply with a visiting researcher from 
anywhere in the world, and at least one producer from the host institution area.  
 
Who is eligible to be a host institution (PI)? 
Any institution in the Western US that supports research and education in sustainable 
agriculture, has demonstrated fiscal responsibility, and is able and qualified to receive funds 
from the U.S. Government. 
 
Who is eligible to be a visiting researcher (co-PI)? 
A visiting researcher can be any professional with the capability to conduct both research and 
Extension/outreach activities from anywhere in the world. Examples of visiting researchers 
include, but are not limited to, tenure-track faculty on sabbatical, post-doctoral scholars, 
researchers at non-profits or government organizations, non-tenure track research or extension 
professionals.  
 
Note: Graduate Students are not eligible for this program—they should instead apply to the 
Western SARE Graduate Student Research and Education Program 
 
I’m a faculty member who is applying for sabbatical at my institution and the Visiting 
Research and Education program. What documentation do I need to provide about my 
sabbatical application? 
In the required Letter of Support from the Home Institution Department Head (or equivalent), 
your Department Head must acknowledge (1) your eligibility for sabbatical leave; and (2) that 
the Department is aware of the exact dates being proposed for the project. This letter should 
also outline the Department’s sabbatical leave process, including the date by which leave 
requests are denied or approved. If awarded, you will be required to submit proof that your 
sabbatical has been approved at least 1 month prior to the start date of the project. 
 
What is the funding level of a Visiting Research and Education Grant? 
Your team can choose one of two options:  

1. A mini-visit which ranges from 1—6 months in length for up to $35,000 
2. A long-visit which ranges from 6 months—1 year in length for up to $75,000 

 
When can we begin project activities? 
The earliest start date for the project is January 1, 2027 and the latest start date is December 1, 
2027 
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Can we use grant funds towards the visiting researcher’s salary? 
Yes—funds can be used for salary, benefits, rent, and other costs for the visiting researcher. In 
the case of faculty sabbatical researchers, funds budgeted for salary plus the salary from the 
home institution may not exceed the faculty’s regular 12-month salary.  
 
Can we have collaborators outside of the Western Region? 
Yes, you can collaborate with teams in other regions, but the principal research and education 
work should be done in the Western U.S.; collaborators will be budgeted as lower-tier 
subawards (for more information see the Call for Proposal). 
 
Can we apply for or receive funds from Western SARE and other federal programs? 
Western SARE places no restrictions on applying for and receiving funds from other NIFA 
programs. Please check with the other programs whether they have restrictions.  


