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Stewards of the Land
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Hill County, MT
~1,580 MI northwest of St. Louis

* “Big Sky Country”
* MT population 1.05 M; 82% of MTﬁ is.
Wik HiII“ County po-pula\tior) 16,6@({\;,"{' '{ 1916 MI= CFro
\ |t Largerthan states of Delaware and Rhodelland | ) | |
<140 Ml to Ha é,,?Msr (Pop. 9,800} .
W R AN *i_:“;{‘f; i AR BN 2 B N AP N

\ "\ Ll ."“ . “. \':‘ N R :\ N
| to Great Falls
‘ f 7\"._ O\ .‘ “..I-"\\ AN N A A

‘\
\
0

\
N\
)

»
: '.‘\\).‘ SR ‘n ‘%
W §~’ \ “N
\\. \ / )
AAREL AR R
i ) \‘\1 \\ UANN




Who we are, Where we came from...




2018 Crop Plan:

e 7,309 Total acres
e 3,816 (52%) harvested for seed/sale;
e 1,564 (21%) green manure cover crops;
e 1,929 (26%) non-crop conservation area
* Native rangeland;
e CRP; and




Our “farming philosophy”

Vilicus, Latin for “steward of the land”
* Do NOT grow food using poisons;

. Nature is the best teacher;
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Crop Rotations

5-year
e Lite Grain: spelt, emmer, Kamut, oats, etc.

* Green Fallow: clover, vetch, peas, etc.

— Crop terminated at flowering and incorporated as green manure;
also incorporate feedlot manure

* Heavy Grain: “modern grains” (spring or winter wheat,










Practices

\.
* Use l VE SIT to manage risk
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Sustaipability

Diversity is the key .‘
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o Sprlng, summer and faIJ%LseFded crops
* Grain, pulse-and broadleafcrops

* Additional income sources

* Divegse perspectlves (st@ff friends, partnerﬁlsnors)

» The faris a se1f;.suff|C|ent_,organlsm /
* Grow the fertility (and seed);
e Be your.own agronomist;
* There are NO solutions in a bag!
* The easiest revenue to earn’is what you don’t spend
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When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may

begin to use it with love and respect...That land is a community is

the basic concept of ecology, but that land is to be loved and

respected is an extension of ethics. That land yields a cultural
—h is-a-fact ong_known but Iatterly often forgotten.”




