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Research for Novel

SARE Z Approaches Grants

. : Northeast SARE’s competitive Research for Novel
Sustainable Agriculture , ,
Research & Education Approaches Grants provide funding to test the
feasibility and benefits of new sustainability practices
in agriculture. There is no set limit on grant awards.

How Novel Approaches Grants Work

Novel Approaches Grants fund proof-of-concept research
that builds on prior studies or pilot projects to test,

refine and validate new practices or technologies that can
improve the sustainability, resilience and economic vitality
of farms in the Northeast.

® Successful Novel Approaches projects lead to the adoption
of new, beneficial practices on farms. These projects
can focus on any area of sustainability, including pest
management, invasive species, soil health, variety and
market development, precision-technology validation, or
any other potentially beneficial practice. Researchers must
demonstrate that farmers have a real need for the issue the
project addresses and that they are interested in adopting
the practice if it proves beneficial and feasible.

“Our research on interseeding cover crops into standing vegetable crops resulted in
increased acreage of soil-building cover crops planted on vegetable farms in Northern
New England. Our collaborations with farmers on this project resulted in us identifying
approaches that increase cover cropping with no additional tractor passes or labor —
increasing soil health while maximizing farm profitability. This work would not have been
possible without access to Northeast SARE’s Novel Approaches funding.”

Jason Lilley, University of Maine Cooperative Extension
Covering Ground: Assessing Effectiveness of Interseeding Cover Crops in Late
Season Vegetable Crops to Enhance Soil Health in the Northeast
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Novel Approaches Grants

For More Information

Web: northeast.sare.org/novelapproaches
Email: northeast-na@sare.org
Phone: (802) 656-7650

Facts to Know
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Awards: Research for Novel Approaches Grants do not have a set award limit.

Duration: Projects may last up to three years.

Funding Rate: Historically, fewer than 50 percent of proposals are funded.

Eligibility: Researchers at universities, private businesses and farms, federal, state and

local agencies and non-profit organizations are
eligible to apply. Applicants may be located outside
the Northeast Region, but project activities and
potential benefits must occur within the region

of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts,
Maryland, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, West Virginia, Vermont
or Washington, D.C.

To Apply

Proposals are accepted only during open
periods. Deadlines and complete eligibility
requirements are listed in the Call for
Proposals.
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This work is supported by the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education program, project award no. 2021-38640-34668,
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or
recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and should not be construed to represent any official
USDA or U.S. government determination or policy. Northeast SARE is hosted by the University of Vermont.
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