
Graduate Student 
Research Grants
Northeast SARE’s competitive Graduate Student 
Research Grants provide up to $30,000 to graduate 
students conducting agricultural sustainability 
research working with a faculty advisor. 

These grants enable graduate students to 
conduct primary research on topics that 
can improve the sustainability, resilience 
and economic vitality of Northeast 
farms. 

Graduate Student projects may address 
any area of sustainability, such as 
cropping systems, pest management, 
livestock health, soil quality, on-farm 
energy production, farm labor, urban 
agriculture, marketing or others. 

“Can mycorrhizal fungi inoculation improve blueberry fruit quality? A Northeast SARE 
Graduate Student grant allowed me to partner with a blueberry farmer in Vermont to 
explore that question. The results showed that mycorrhizal fungi can influence fruit 
quality, but the benefits depend on cultivar genetics and long term plant–microbe 
interactions. Extension educators now have a clearer, more honest story to share – one that 
respects the diversity of farms and the realities of perennial cropping systems. The project 
uncovered deeper biological patterns that can help farmers make smarter, more sustainable 
choices.” 

Sandra Nnadi, University of Vermont
Effect of Mycorrhizal Fungi on Blueberry Fruit Anthocyanin Content

How Graduate Student Grants Work
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Awards: Graduate Student Research Grants are capped at $30,000.
Duration: Projects may last up to two years.
Funding Rate: Historically, fewer than 50 percent of proposals are funded.
Eligibility: Any graduate student enrolled at an accredited college, university or 
veterinary school and conducting research in the 
Northeast region is eligible to apply. Graduate 
students must have a faculty advisor identified at 
time of application to support their work. 
The Northeast Region consists of Connecticut, 
Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, West Virginia, Vermont and 
Washington, D.C. 

Graduate Student Grants

Facts to Know

For More Information

This work is supported by the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education program, project award no. 2021-38640-34668, 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or 
recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and should not be construed to represent any official 
USDA or U.S. government determination or policy. Northeast SARE is hosted by the University of Vermont.

Web: northeast.sare.org/graduatestudent

Email: northeast-gs@sare.org

Phone: (802) 656-7650

Proposals are accepted only during open 
periods. Deadlines and complete eligibility 
requirements are listed in the Call for 
Proposals.  

To Apply
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