2026 NCR-SARE Farmer Rancher Grant Projects Recommneded for Funding

Project #

Title

Project Coordinator

Primary Grantee

Project
State

S$S Amt
Funded

Cumulative

FNC26-1485

Comparing Outdoor Langstroth
Hives and Indoor Slovenian AZ Bee-
House Hives for Improved
Overwintering in the Northern Plains

Becca Baumbach

The Pasture North Dakota, LLC

ND

S 14,997

S 14,997

FNC26-1486

Comparing Compost and
Commercial Fertilizer for Plant and
Soil Health in No-Till Cropping
Systems

Timothy Bents

Timothy Bents Farms

S 6,237

S 21,234

FNC26-1487

Assessing the efficacy of amaranth
as both a trap crop and insectary in
cucumber production to defend
against striped and spotted
cucumber beetle.

Laura Ann Bergman

Seminary Hill Farm

OH

$ 11,077

S 32,311

FNC26-1488

The Upcycled Broiler Blueprint:
Optimizing Profitability and Animal
Welfare with Spent Brewer’s Grain in
Slow-Growth Poultry Systems.

Jamie Boley

Mayborn Acres

SD

S 13,962

S 46,273

FNC26-1489

Evaluating Poultry Grazing Strategies
for Parasite Reduction and Pasture
Health in Goat and Sheep Rotational
Grazing

Lauren Brokish

Salt Fork Food Works

$ 29,620

S 75,893

FNC26-1490

Developing a Sustainable Rabbit
Enterprise Through Pet-Food Market
Integration and On-Farm Feed
Production

Nick Carter

Mud Creek Farm

$ 10,605

S 86,498

FNC26-1491

Farming Beyond Frost: A Winter
Season Education Program

Erin Cole

Nurturing Our Seeds

M

$ 15,000

S 101,498




FNC26-1492

Strengthening Community Soil
Literacy through Compost Education
and Regenerative Garden Support

Takunia Collins

Willow Run Acres

M

12,021

113,519

FNC26-1493

Comparing an inexpensive cooking
oil assay side by side with the Ubeeo
assay to determine hygienic
behavior

Joshua Combs

Combs Bee Farm

OH

28,686

142,205

FNC26-1494

Growing Agroforestry Farm
Profitability and Community via
Educational Agritourism

Jorg Diekmann

Good Trouble Grove

Wi

14,850

157,055

FNC26-1495

Beyond the Cone: Extracting Value
from Hop Leaf Waste

Doug Drury

ArchGen LLC

MO

17,142

174,197

FNC26-1496

Exploring Root Architecture to
Minimize Hog Pasture Compaction

Ryan Erisman

Odyssey Farm, LLC

Wi

6,004

180,201

FNC26-1497

Making Winter Feeding Decisions
Based on Forage Quality and
Utilization in the Northern Great
Plains

Erin Gaugler

Gaugler Farm and Ranch

ND

20,038

200,239

FNC26-1498

Broomcorn Grown by Broom
Makers: Varieties and Post-Harvest
Handling Techniques for Niche
Markets

Brian Geier

Bundle Sticks Farm

13,860

214,099

FNC26-1499

Processing and Marketing
Research/Development of
Elderberry and Agroforestry Crops

Anna Geyer

Land Alliance

15,000

229,099

FNC26-1500

Regenerative farm test plot:
inoculating our soil with
microorganisms as a means of
reducing future input costs

Eric Hange

Homedale Farms LLC

OH

14,467

243,566

FNC26-1501

From Row Crops to Agroforestry: An
Alley Cropping Research Plot in
North-Central lowa

Garrett Hilpipre

Hilpipre Farm (independent, family
farm)

14,601

258,167




FNC26-1502

Integrating Pastured Poultry and
Rabbits in a Rotational Grazing
System to Improve Soil Health at
Critter Creek Family Farm

Jeremiah Hoss

Critter Creek Family Farm LLC

MO

13,631

271,798

FNC26-1503

Determine the Most Efficient
Practices for Establishing Chestnut
Trees From Seed

Abby Johnson

Ox Heights

Mi

6,375

278,173

FNC26-1504

Cultivating Curds: A Research-Driven
Model for Transitioning from a Raw
Milk Enterprise into a Sustainable
Farmstead Cheese Business

Mike Kelley

City Bird Farm

OH

14,925

293,098

FNC26-1505

Field Validation of Practical Mite
Resistance Tests Across Apiaries To
Strengthen Small-Scale Breeder
Selection

James Lee

Northern Queen Initiative (NQI)

MI

29,154

322,252

FNC26-1506

Growing the Midwest Farming
Network and Increasing Food System
Strength Through Seed Production

Eric Luu

14,905

337,157

FNC26-1507

Innovative Virtual Fencing &
Regenerative Goat Grazing to
Improve Fragile Native Prairie
Ecosystems in the Flint Hills

Leah McKeeman

TerraVie

KS

29,991

367,148

FNC26-1508

Winter Hoophouse Production via
Compost Heat + Diesel Backup —
Extending the Growing Season with
Low-Input Energy

Oakley Molinaro

Planting Possibilities

7,583

374,731

FNC26-1509

Using Virtual Fence Collars On Lead
Goats to Manage Herd at Reduced
Cost

Chad Montgomery

Cedar Meadow Farms, LLC

MO

14,971

389,702

FNC26-1510

Comparative Efficiency and Resource
Use of Atmospheric vs. Pressurized
Sterilization for Sustainable
Mushroom Production

Robin Moore

MyCo Planet LLC

MO

14,400

404,102




FNC26-1511

Sustainable Cultivation and Market
Viability of Ugu (Fluted Pumpkin) as
a Specialty Crop in the North Central
Region

Nnenna Osuagwu

Lyndale farmers LLC

MN

30,000

434,102

FNC26-1512

Hydroponic Farms

Danelle Owens

Grown Hydroponic Farms

Ml

13,902

448,004

FNC26-1513

Establishing Better Agroforestry
Seedlings: Farmer Trials of Compost-
Based Nursery Mixes and Plasma-
Activated Water for Chestnut,
Pecan, and Hazelnuts

Joshua Payne

Payne Farms, Inc.

MO

12,850

460,854

FNC26-1514

Comparing the Effects of Soil
Steaming and Compost Application
on Weed Control across Three Small
Farms in North West Indiana.

Daniel Perkins

Perkins' Good Earth Farm

22,775

483,629

FNC26-1515

Advancing Pastured Poultry through
Innovative, Automated, and Cost-
Effective Egg Collection Systems

Austin Pethan

Prairie Folk Farm LLC

Wi

21,994

505,623

FNC26-1516

How to Improve Production and Soil
Health with Managed Grazing on a
Working Ranch

Rebecca Phillips

Phillips Ranch

ND

29,458

535,081

FNC26-1517

Continuous Video Monitoring And
Online Sharing Of Wide Row Corn,
Cover Crop, And Companion Crop
Growth For A Full Year.

Bob Recker

Cedar Valley Innovation LLC

29,425

564,506

FNC26-1518

Comparison of Multi-Species Cover
Crops after a Small Grain Crop in a
Transition to Organic Row Crop
Rotation

Paul Ruger

Vitae Ag, LLC

15,000

579,506

FNC26-1519

Invasive forbs and woody plant
control with sheep and fire

Rick Schmidt

Oliver County Ext

ND

5,625

585,131




FNC26-1520

Enhancing range and pasture soil
health, productivity, and quality
using producer-focused, on-farm
studies in eastern Kansas and
Oklahoma

Jennifer Simmelink

Kansas Soil Health Alliance

KS

30,000

615,131

FNC26-1521

Innovation in grazing management
enabled by virtual fence and
prescribed fire to improve rangeland
profitability and stewardship

Kurt Swenson

SBARS, LLC

ND

30,000

645,131

FNC26-1522

Automated Hickory Cracker Trial

Alex Tanke

Dispersion Farms

Wi

14,940

660,071

FNC26-1523

Investigating Fall Grazing in Kernza
to Improve Grain Yields

Nicole Tautges

Fields Best Farm, LLC

Wi

14,004

674,075

FNC26-1524

Making better compost with
lactoballius

Noreen Thomas

Doubting Thomas Farms

MN

29,510

703,585

FNC26-1526

Pasture Raised Heritage Hybrid
Broiler Adaptive Ration Formulation
for Feed Conversion Efficiency,
Nutrient Density, and Profitability

Cari Werner

Hawk 'n Cat farm

KS

15,000

718,585

FNC26-1527

Developing Mobile Turkey Roosts for
Rotational Grazing

Amanda Xuan An Grunnet

Lucky Lavender Farm

MN

7,300

725,885

FNC26-1528

Minimally Heated High Tunnel For
Winter Vegetable Production in
Upper Midwest

Daniel Zimmerli

Cedar Crate Farm

MN

12,877

738,762




