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NCR-SARE

The USDA-funded Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) program was authorized by the 1985 Farm Bill and was first funded in 1988. SARE operates through four regional offices as well as a national office. The North Central Region (NCR) serves Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.

NCR-SARE strengthens rural communities, increases farmer and rancher profitability, and improves the environment by supporting research and education.  NCR-SARE currently has four grant programs: Farmer Rancher, Graduate Student, Professional Development, and Research and Education.
NCR-SARE Farmer Rancher Grants

NCR-SARE awards competitive grants to farmers and ranchers for on-farm research, demonstration, and education projects. There are two types of grants – individual ($6,000 maximum) and group ($18,000 maximum).  Projects must be completed in 21 months. 
In 2007, NCR-SARE received 130 proposals and approved 50 grants for funding totaling $399,299. Funding since the program began in 1992 totals $4,417,032 and includes funds from the National Agroforestry Center and USDA Ag Marketing.
Farmer Rancher grants have funded a variety of research topics, including pest and disease management, crop production, education/outreach, networking, quality of life issues, energy, livestock production, marketing, soil quality, waste management, water quality, and more. 

NCR-SARE Grant Application

The Call for Proposals is issued in August, proposals are due December 1, and funding for successful proposals will become available in the spring.
To request a Farmer Rancher Grant application, contact the NCR-SARE office at: 
800-529-1342 or e‑mail: ncrsare@umn.edu. Follow the application process carefully. 
Visit the NCR-SARE website at: www.sare.org/ncrsare for a list of resources to help you write your proposal.

Before you write the grant proposal, determine a clear project goal, and explore on-farm sustainable agriculture research on your topic. It often helps to contact local agriculture groups, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/), and/or Extension educators to share ideas and invite participation.

If you have questions, contact the NCR-SARE Office: 800-529-1342, or Joan Benjamin, Farmer Rancher Grant Program Coordinator: 402-472-0809 or e-mail: jbenjamin2@unl.edu.

