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NCR-SARE and the 2009 Call for Proposals

SARE is the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education program, a competitive USDA CSREES grants program funded by Congress. The North Central region (NCR) includes: Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. NCR-SARE strengthens rural communities, increases farmer/rancher profitability, and improves the environment by supporting research and education. Learn more about SARE at www.sare.org.

The Graduate Student Grant Program is one of four NCR-SARE grant programs. The Graduate Student Grant Program provides funds to students enrolled in graduate programs or in veterinary medicine residence programs at accredited colleges or universities who are exploring some aspect of sustainable agriculture as part of their educational program. Proposals are to be written by the student who will coordinate and conduct the project, with input from her or his major adviser. It is expected that the project will benefit the North Central Region at least as much as it benefits other parts of the world.
A student is allowed to receive only one NCR-SARE Graduate Student grant during her or his student career. The student must be officially registered as a graduate student or resident (according to his or her institution’s requirements) at the time the project begins.
 

The funding level for 2009 is dependent upon appropriations from Congress and decisions by the NCR-SARE Administrative Council, but we anticipate that roughly $150,000 will be available to fund about 15 grant projects. Individual grants, which will not exceed $10,000, will be available for projects lasting up to three years (36 months). In 2008, 15 projects were selected for funding with an average grant size of $9869 and durations ranging from 10 to 36 months.
Proposals must be received in the NCR-SARE office in St Paul, Minnesota, by 4:30 p.m. (CST), Wednesday, January 28, 2009.
Proposals will be reviewed by the NCR-SARE Graduate Student Review Committee, which will provide recommendations to the NCR-SARE Administrative Council. The Review Committee’s selection criteria are listed toward the end of this Call for Proposals. Funding decisions will be made by the NCR-SARE Administrative Council in March 2009. All applicants will be notified about the status of their proposals spring 2009. It is expected that project funds will be available in the fall months of 2009 (but probably not by the beginning of the fall 2009 semester).
Desired Outcomes for 2009 Graduate Student Projects

Proposals need to address sustainable agriculture issues of importance to the North Central region. Successful projects should contribute to the following NCR-SARE broad-based outcomes:

· Improving the profitability of farmers and associated agricultural businesses.

· Sustaining and improving the environmental quality and natural resource base on which agriculture depends.

· Enhancing the quality of life for farmers/ranchers, rural communities, and society as a whole.

Proposals should clearly explain:

· Expected outcomes for the project and how they will assist NCR-SARE in working toward the broad-based outcomes listed above.

· How progress toward project outcomes will be monitored and evaluated.

· Expected impact on farmers/ranchers, rural communities, and society as a whole.

Proposals should be consistent with NCR-SARE core ideologies and values (see http://www.sare.org/ncrsare/about.htm).

Proposal Development Tips

Here are some problems that are common in proposals submitted to NCR-SARE. To increase your chances of success, make sure that you avoid these problems.

Inadequate farmer and other audience involvement. Farmers and/or other end-users of information should be involved in ways that are appropriate for the project. For some types of projects, farmers might be involved in all phases of development of the idea through planning, conducting, and/or evaluating the project. For other types of projects, farmers might be heavily involved in identification of the problem and possible solutions, but they might be only minimally involved in conducting the project. Farmers and/or other end-users should be appropriately compensated for their involvement in the project.

Inadequate GMO/Controversial Technology statement. We expect to see a concise but credible statement about use or impact on the project of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) or other Controversial Technologies in every Graduate Student proposal. See Appendix 5   instructions for more details.

Errors in budget. Make sure that you and/or your university accounting personnel follow federal budget guidelines and the guidelines below. Information on federal guidelines can be found on the NCR-SARE website at: http://www.sare.org/ncrsare/USDA%20Budget%20Guidelines_%20April2005.pdf 

or they can be obtained by contacting the NCR-SARE office. Pay particular attention to the section on unallowable costs. Here is a brief summary of items than can be and cannot be included in your Budget (see the Budget instructions for more details).
NCR-SARE funds MAY be used for the following purposes:

· Supplies, including software.

· Equipment needed for the project (any equipment obtained becomes the property of the university that the funded graduate student attends).

· Labor (this includes wages or salary and benefits, other than tuition, for the student or other individuals working on the project).
· Special reference books that are not readily available.

· Farm equipment rental or operating charges.

· Travel and per diem necessary for the project (use your university rules for travel expenses).

· Payments for project participants (especially farmers and ranchers) who aren’t drawing salaries or wages from an employer while they’re working on your project.

NCR-SARE and/or USDA have determined that NCR-SARE funds MAY NOT be used for the following purposes:

· Payment of tuition.

· Purchase of books used in the student’s courses.

· Overhead or indirect costs.

· Printing or copying of a thesis or final project paper.

· Permanent capital improvements (e.g., land, buildings, etc.).

Failure to follow formatting requirements. Proposals that attempt to gain an advantage by violating formatting requirements are likely to receive low scores or be rejected. Pay particular attention to limits on the number of pages allowed for the Plan of Work.

Proposals must be:

· Printed in 12-point Times or Times New Roman font (this sentence is an example of 12-point Times New Roman font), except possibly for the table in Appendix 1 and if necessary, the cover page.

· Single-spaced.

· Printed on 8.5 x 11 inch paper, with one-inch margins (3,420 characters fitting inside a 6.5-inch wide x 9-inch long text block - except for the Abstract, which must fit into a 6.5-inch wide by 4.5-inch long text block), except possibly for the NCR-SARE cover page and Appendix 1.
To reduce paper use and mailing costs, we would also like to have proposals be printed double-sided (both sides of the paper), except for the Cover Page and the Abstract.

The limit for the Plan of Work section of your proposal is three pages of text. Since we request double-sided copying, this means you are limited to two sheets of paper for the Plan of Work – the maximum length of the Plan of Work section is both sides of one sheet of paper and the front side of a second sheet of paper.

Late delivery. Occasionally some proposals arrive late – even when the delivery slip indicates a guaranteed delivery time before the deadline. Make sure that you allow plenty of time for delivery so that your proposal reaches the NCR-SARE office in St Paul before the deadline.
Receipt of Funds

Grants are awarded to the student applicant’s university or other organization specified on the Cover Page (Primary Grantee), with the funds to be dedicated to the student’s project. Because it is difficult to predict when SARE funds will be appropriated by Congress and when USDA will release the funds to NCR-SARE, we cannot guarantee a date when the funds will be available to project coordinators. Recent experience shows that it is best not to plan on starting your project before September 1, 2009. 
Funds are transferred from the host institution for the NCR-SARE program to the Primary Grantee on a reimbursement basis. The Primary Grantee sends invoices to the host institution after the project has incurred expenses. Changes in project activities and related budget changes must be approved in advance by the NCR-SARE Regional Coordinator. Note that the maximum amount of the budget cannot be changed - only amounts within budget categories can be changed. Changes in Project Coordinator must be approved by the NCR-SARE Executive Committee. Finally, the host institution is authorized to withhold payment of invoices for your project until you have submitted all reports and other required documents. Instructions for completing annual and final reports will be sent to the student listed on the proposal cover page.

Proposal Content

The five main components of your proposal are: Cover Page, Abstract, Plan of Work, Budget, and Appendices.
I. Cover Page

Limit the Cover Page to one page and print it single-sided (the front side of one sheet of paper with nothing printed on the back). You may delete information that is contained in parentheses or possibly even reduce the font size if that is necessary to make the Cover Page fit on one page. A copy of the Cover Page should be attached to each copy of your proposal. A template for the Cover Page is included at the end of this Call for Proposals. If you are reading a paper copy of the Call for Proposals, note that the template is available in electronic format from NCR-SARE (see the website: www.sare.org/ncrsare, or e-mail the NCR-SARE office: ncrsare@umn.edu).

Items to be included on the Cover Page:

Project Title. Use a title that is concise and includes keywords that help describe the project activities and expected outcomes. A good project title will help others find your project when they do database searches.

Graduate Student. The primary author of the proposal and the primary coordinator for the research project must be a person who is, or will be by the time NCR-SARE funding is received, a registered graduate student or veterinary medicine resident at an accredited college or university. The Graduate Student will be NCR-SARE’s primary contact person for the project and in our lingo will be called the “Project Coordinator.”
Faculty Adviser. It is expected that a faculty member (often the student’s major professor) will be available to advise the student on research, education, and project budget issues. Also, since many universities only allow regular faculty members to submit external grant proposals, we require the signature and contact information for the student's major professor or another faculty adviser.

Primary Grantee. This is the organization that will receive NCR-SARE funds and administer the project budget. The primary grantee will send invoices to NCR-SARE, receive funds from NCR-SARE, and disburse funds to any partner organizations.
Primary Grantee’s Tax Identification Number (TIN). Your departmental accounting personal or your organization’s contracts and grants office should be able to provide you with the organization’s TIN. The University of Minnesota office of sponsored programs needs this number to complete the subcontract for your project.

Authorized Organizational Representative (AOR). An official representative of the primary grantee must sign the Cover Page and any subsequent requests to change the project. In most cases, the authorized organizational representative is different from the project coordinator and is an administrator or someone from the primary grantee's contracts and grants office.

Partner Organizations. List any additional institutions or organizations that will be receiving NCR-SARE funds for this project through subcontracts with the primary grantee.

Proposed Project Start Date. The University of Minnesota office of sponsored projects cannot use a start date that is earlier than when funds are released to UMN by USDA. It is unlikely that grant recipients will be able to use a start date earlier than September 1, 2009.

Proposed Project Duration. Please indicate the proposed duration of your project, up to a maximum of 36 months.

Total Budget Request from NCR-SARE. List the total amount of funds requested from NCR-SARE for the Graduate Student project. The maximum amount that you can request from NCR-SARE to support a Graduate Student project is $10,000.
II. Abstract

The Abstract is limited to one-half page of text, printed single-sided (the top half of the front side of one sheet of paper with nothing printed on the back). Use 12-point Times or Times New Roman font and one-inch top, left, and right margins, and a 5.5-inch bottom margin. Make sure that the Abstract text does not cross the centerline of the page when the sheet of paper is folded in half. The Abstract is a very important part of your proposal - it will be used to give Administrative Council members a quick summary of your project. The Abstract will also be used to convey information about your project to the public if your project is funded. The Abstract should include the project title, an abbreviated version of the project outcomes, and very brief summaries of the context, approach/methods, and evaluation plan. State how the outcomes are expected to have relevance to farmers/ranchers.

III. Plan of Work

The Plan of Work should be no more than three pages of text, printed double-sided (three pages of text is one sheet of paper printed on both sides, plus the front side of another sheet of paper).

The Plan of Work should include:

Project Title

Project Outcomes.
 Provide a narrative that lists intermediate-term and short-term outcomes expected from your project activities. Short-term outcomes include changes in the knowledge, awareness, skills, and attitudes of the audience that you are trying to reach. Intermediate-term outcomes include changes in the behavior or practices of this audience. Also, in your narrative, please list long-term outcomes (systemic changes) to which your short- and intermediate-term outcomes will contribute. It would be difficult to achieve and document long-term outcomes in a one- to three-year project, so your project should primarily focus on intermediate-term and short-term outcomes. Discussion of expected outcomes should specify the audience that is likely to experience change as a result of the project. Outcomes should be specific, clear, and measurable. Include your expected outcomes in a summary table in Appendix 1 - Summary of Outcomes, Outputs, Activities, Inputs, and Evaluation. An example format for the table is included in the instructions for Appendix 1.

Context, Background, and Rationale. Provide information on the background and need for the proposed project, including constraints and opportunities, and indicate why your project outcomes will be important and timely. Include any key assumptions that you are making in the development of your project. How will your project's outcomes contribute to NCR-SARE’s broad-based outcomes (listed on page 2 of this Call for Proposals), and how will they impact sustainable agriculture in the North Central region?

Literature Review. Incorporate in this section a very brief review of pertinent literature and of relevant SARE projects. Search the SARE database of project reports for projects that might be relevant to your proposal (see www.sare.org/projects/) and explain how your project is different from or complementary to other projects that SARE has funded. List literature citations in Appendix 2 - Literature Citations.

Approach, Activities, Methods, and Inputs. Describe project implementation, including special reference to farmer/rancher or other end-user involvement, multi-disciplinary and multi-institutional partnerships, and systems approaches to be used. List your general approach, activities, methods, and inputs used in carrying out the project. Include key inputs and activities in the summary table in Appendix 1 in addition to listing them in the narrative.
Outputs. Describe the products (for example, expected research results, papers, or educational materials, completed workshops or field days with expected number of participants, etc.) of your project that will help achieve the expected outcomes. Include phrases describing the outputs in the summary table in Appendix 1.

Evaluation Plan. Provide your plans for evaluating the project and/or monitoring progress toward expected outcomes. Identify evaluation indicators that will be measured or monitored at each stage of project implementation. Include evaluation plans for your activities (process indicators) and your results (outcome indicators). Include a brief summary of evaluation plans in the summary table. Make sure to consider evaluation costs when you develop your budget estimate.

For more information about outcomes and evaluation, see:

University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension Program Development and Evaluation homepage: www.uwex.edu/ces/pdande/
IV. Budget

The budget is limited to one page and should be broken down into major categories such as labor, supplies, equipment, and travel. See the example budget that follows. Remember that overhead costs (also called indirect costs) and tuition reimbursement are not allowed in the SARE Program. Also, note that NCR-SARE does not require matching funds.

Sample Budget

Labor


Graduate student wages: e.g., $18/hr x 20 hrs/week x 16 weeks



$5760

Materials/Supplies


Reference materials








    100


Office supplies (pens, paper, printer cartridges)




                100


Laboratory supplies (chemicals, glassware)





    500
Equipment Rental

Field equipment: e.g., $50/acre x 20 acres

    



   1000

Travel


From campus to research plots: e.g., 10 trips x 50 miles x $0.585/mi

                  293 


Farmer advisory committee travel to campus: e.g., 4 trips x 200 miles x $0.585/mi            468


Farmer meals for trips to campus: e.g., 4 days x $39/day



      156

Farmer hotel rooms for trips to campus: e.g., 4 nights x $100/night

                  400
Farmer Compensation

Farmer advisory committee members: e.g., 4 days x $200/day



      800
Total NCR-SARE Request (enter total on proposal Cover Page)

 

  $9577
Add narrative to explain budget items. Make sure that the budget and narrative are clear and do not exceed one page (one side of a sheet of paper).

V. Appendices

Attach appendices at the end of your proposal. Appendices should be as concise as possible and should be copied double-sided (print on both sides of the paper).

Appendix 1. Summary of Outcomes, Outputs, Activities, Inputs, and Evaluation. 
Please summarize key information from your Plan of Work in a table that has a format something like the following table. You may print the table in landscape mode (lengthwise on the paper) if that would be helpful. Please limit the table to one page (the front side of one sheet of paper). You may change the font size and margins, in this Appendix only, to fit the table onto one page.

	Expected Outcomes
	Outputs 
	Activities
	Inputs
	Evaluation/Monitoring Plan, Measurement Methods

	Intermediate-term:

Short-term: 
	
	
	
	


Appendix 2. Literature Citations.  List references mentioned in your literature review alphabetically by author. Use a consistent style and format.

Appendix 3. Graduate Student, Major Participants, and Individual Collaborators. 
List individuals who will be involved in your project under separate headings for Graduate Student, Major Participants, and Collaborators. Indicate the name, organizational affiliation or occupation (such as “farmer” or “rancher”), academic discipline/appointment (research, extension, etc., if applicable), and address for the Graduate Student and for each Major Participant and Collaborator listed.

The Graduate Student (usually the Project Coordinator) is the person who will be NCR-SARE's primary contact for the project. He or she manages the project and provides reports to NCR-SARE. The Graduate Student should sign the cover page.

Major Participants are other individuals within the Primary Grantee institution and/or Partner Organizations who receive or are authorized to spend SARE funds. Keep in mind that the NCR-SARE Conflict of Interest Policy prevents members of the NCR-SARE Administrative Council, Technical Committee, NCR-SARE staff, and State SARE Coordinators from serving as Project Coordinators or Major Participants on NCR-SARE-funded projects.

Collaborators are individuals who are involved in the project, but who do not receive NCR-SARE funds, except possibly for reimbursement of travel expenses to offer advice on the project.

Appendix 4. Past, Current, and Pending SARE Projects.  Please list the principal investigators, titles, project dates, amount, and project number (for past and current SARE projects) for any grants that the student and/or faculty adviser have received from SARE. Also, please list any SARE proposals that are pending (submitted, but you have not been notified about funding), including other proposals that are being submitted in response to this year's NCR-SARE Calls for Proposals. The purpose of this requirement is to let reviewers know what experience the student and/or faculty adviser have with SARE and whether they have time to commit to this project. If the student and/or faculty adviser have a current and pending support form that has been used with other proposals and includes non-SARE projects, it is ok to submit that form.
Appendix 5. Statement about use of Genetically Modified Organisms or other Controversial Technologies. Include a short statement indicating whether your project will be using Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) or will be impacted by GMOs used by others. If your project will be using GMOs, indicate how use of GMOs will contribute to your project or to making agriculture more sustainable. Use of GMOs in your project is not necessarily a positive or negative factor, but reviewers want to know if GMOs are a part of, or will impact, your project.
If your project will use other technologies considered to be controversial, feel free to use this appendix to state why you feel that use of this technology will contribute to your project and/or to making agriculture more sustainable. NCR-SARE may reject preproposals that do not adequately address this issue.
Appendix 6. Supporting Letters. Reviewers will expect to see letters from Partner Organizations and from individuals who will be participating in the project that indicate the nature of their participation and their agreement to participate. Appendix 6 is also the place to include any letters of support from organizations and individuals that are not directly involved in the project. Letters of support from third parties that are not involved in the project are not required, but letters from local third parties can be helpful in the review process. Supporting letters that are received separately and are not included within copies of the proposal will not be forwarded to reviewers.

Appendix 7. Response to Reviewers. In this appendix, indicate whether this idea has been submitted to NCR-SARE before and if so, when. Also, use this appendix to respond to reviewer comments from previous preproposal or proposal reviews. Indicate how you changed, or decided not to change, your project in response to reviewer suggestions. 
Appendix 8.  Animal Care and/or Human Subjects Documentation. If your project involves animals or human subjects and if you needed to have your proposal reviewed by an institutional animal care and use committee (IACUC) or institutional review board (IRB) before you submitted the proposal to NCR-SARE, please include copies of approval form(s) in Appendix 7. NCR-SARE needs to document to CSREES that all projects that we fund meet USDA animal care and human subjects standards, and copies of your institution’s approval forms will help us do that. If your proposal is selected for funding and your project would involve animals or human subjects, but your institution doesn’t have some type of approval committee, the University of Minnesota’s committee may examine your proposed protocol before the University of Minnesota issues a subcontract.
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Proposal Review

The Graduate Student Review Committee will evaluate proposals for technical merit and relevancy of the project to sustainable agriculture and NCR-SARE criteria. This Committee will make recommendations to the NCR-SARE Administrative Council, which will select projects for funding at their March 2009 meeting. Applicants will be notified about the status of their proposal after the budgets of proposals selected for funding have been reviewed for compliance with federal and host institution guidelines – probably spring 2009.

Criteria for Proposal Review

The North Central Region SARE program is committed to an ethic of openness, inclusiveness, and diversity in all of its programs, policies, and procedures. The criteria by which proposals will be judged are:

· Suitability of desired outcomes.

· Potential significance to NCR-SARE’s broad-based outcomes:

· Improving the economic viability of various agricultural operations.

· Sustaining the environmental quality and natural resource base on which agriculture depends.

· Enhancing the quality of life for farmers/ranchers, rural communities, and society as a whole.

· Feasibility of obtaining the project outcomes by the methods stated.

· General components of the proposed Plan of Work.

· Technical merit.

· Qualifications of the applicant, major participants, and collaborators.

· Compliance with formatting and proposal submission requirements.


Publications and Final Report

NCR-SARE requires: 1) posting of initial project information on the national SARE reporting website, 2) an annual report for each full calendar year of a project, 3) a final report within 60 days after the official end date for the project, and 4) one copy of any thesis, dissertation, and other publication that is developed as a result of the funded study. Also, please acknowledge NCR-SARE as the funding source in any publication generated from research funded by NCR-SARE. Instructions for completing annual and final reports will be provided to the student listed on the proposal cover page.

Procedure for Submitting Proposals

Eight stapled paper copies of the proposal and the cover letter (if you choose to include a cover letter) must be received in the NCR-SARE office in St Paul MN before 4:30 p.m. CST on Wednesday, January 28, 2009. It is the author’s responsibility to ensure that proposals are sent early enough to guarantee delivery to the NCR-SARE office before the deadline. Also, submit one electronic copy of the proposal in a word processing format as an e-mail attachment sent to ncrsare@umn.edu or on a diskette included with the paper copies of your proposal.

Send eight paper copies to:
 
NCR-SARE 


120 BAE, University of Minnesota


1390 Eckles Ave


St Paul MN 55108


Phone: 612-626-3113
And send one electronic copy to:


ncrsare@umn.edu, or


NCR-SARE 


120 BAE, University of Minnesota


1390 Eckles Ave


St Paul MN 55108

Proposals may not be reviewed if they:

· Are faxed.

· Exceed page limits.

· Are received after the deadline.

· Request more than $10,000 in SARE funds.

· Fail to follow proposal format requirements.

Final Checklist

· Print body of proposal in 12-point Times or Times New Roman font.

· Single-space text.

· Print double-sided, if possible, except Cover Page and Abstract.

· Print on 8.5 x 11 inch paper with one-inch margins (3,420 characters inside a 6.5 x 9 inch text block). [You may alter margins for Cover Page and Appendix 1.]
· Include a Cover Page (see template).

· Include an Abstract, no more than 1/2 page.

· Include a Plan of Work, no more than three pages of text.

· Include a Budget.

· Include Appendices 1 through 8.

· Send eight paper copies and one electronic copy of the entire proposal early enough so that they arrive in the NCR-SARE office in St Paul MN by 4:30 p.m. CST, Wednesday, January 28, 2009. Note that signatures aren’t required on the electronic copy of your proposal.

Help With Proposals

The NCR-SARE office can share information and resources from SARE Outreach. Contact: North Central Region SARE, 120 BAE, University of Minnesota, 1390 Eckles Ave, St Paul MN 55108, 612-626-3113, 612-626-3132 (fax), ncrsare@umn.edu, www.sare.org/ncrsare.

The Alternative Farming Systems Information Center (AFSIC) at the National Agricultural Library (partially funded by SARE), specializes in locating, collecting, and providing information about sustainable agriculture. Information specialists can answer questions, conduct literature searches, provide access to appropriate materials, supply linkages to experts and organizations, identify pertinent researchers and projects in the USDA, and furnish free bibliographies and reference briefs. In addition, AFSIC has a number of documents on its website that may be relevant to your proposal. Contact: AFSIC, National Agriculture Library, USDA, 10301 Baltimore Ave., Room 132, Beltsville, MD 20705-2351, 301-504-6559, 301-504-6927 (fax), afsic@nal.usda.gov, www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/.

Appropriate Technology Transfer for Rural Areas (ATTRA) will provide information packets on various agricultural issues. If you are contacting ATTRA via e-mail, please provide your role in sustainable agriculture. By mail or fax, please include “ATTRA Information Request” near the top of the correspondence. (Preferred method of contact is telephone.) Contact: ATTRA, P.O. Box 3657, Fayetteville, AR 72702, 800-346-9140 (7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Central Time), 501-442-9842 (fax), www.attra.ncat.org.

Feel free to contact Bill Wilcke, NCR-SARE Regional Coordinator, with questions about the Graduate Student program (wilck001@umn.edu or 612-625-8205).

Special Notes

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact the USDA North Central Region SARE program at 612-626-3113 or ncrsare@umn.edu.

The North Central Region SARE program considers all funded proposals and subsequent reports and related information to be in the public domain. Names, addresses, and telephone numbers of project coordinators (from funded projects) may be provided to interested news entities, farmers, ranchers, or others for subsequent inquiries. Proposals are used in the peer review process and submission to the program establishes consent by the author for appropriate distribution to fulfill review requirements.

NCR-SARE Proposal Cover Page

2009 Graduate Student Grant Program

PROPOSED PROJECT TITLE

GRADUATE STUDENT
(This is the person that NCR-SARE will communicate with and hold responsible for reporting.)

Name and Title:

Organization:






Phone:

Address:






Fax:

City, State, Zip:





E-mail:

I have read the Call for Proposals and consent to the review process.

Signature of Graduate Student: 





 Date: 


 

FACULTY ADVISER
(Each NCR-SARE Graduate Student project should have a faculty adviser - usually the Student’s Major Professor. At many institutions, the Faculty Adviser is considered to be the Principal Investigator for Graduate Student projects. NCR-SARE communicates primarily with the Graduate Student; we may use the Faculty Adviser as a secondary contact.)

Name and Title:

Organization:






Phone:

Address:






Fax:

City, State, Zip:





E-mail:

I have read the Call for Proposals and consent to the review process.

Signature of Faculty Adviser: 





 Date: 



LEGAL NAME OF ORGANIZATION TO WHICH AWARD SHOULD BE MADE (PRIMARY GRANTEE; include mailing address)
PRIMARY GRANTEE’S TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (TIN):
AUTHORIZED ORGANIZATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 
(AOR; Official Representative of Primary Grantee)

Name and Title:

Mailing Address:





Phone:









Fax:

City, State Zip:





E-mail:

Signature of AOR: 







 Date: 



PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS (Organizations that will receive project funds through subcontracts with the Primary Grantee):
PROPOSED PROJECT START DATE (should not be before September 1, 2009): 



PROJECT DURATION (maximum of 36 months): ___________

TOTAL BUDGET REQUEST FROM NCR-SARE ($10,000 maximum): 




�





�





Receipt Deadline


4:30 p.m. CST, January 28, 2009








� This Call for Proposals is available in electronic (word processing) format on the web (www.sare.org/ncrsare) or from the NCR-SARE office. E-mail ncrsare@umn.edu or call 612-626-3113 to ask for an electronic copy.


� Exceptions may be granted on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of NCR-SARE. Contact the NCR-SARE Regional Coordinator at 612-625-8205 or wilck001@umn.edu to discuss possible exceptions.


� Most NCR-SARE projects are very applied and have specific, predictable outcomes. But we recognize that exploratory research is needed to increase the knowledge base of sustainable agriculture. Often the output of exploratory research is in the form of scientific publications. However, the results may be too preliminary for immediate transfer to farmers or other end-users and therefore no direct farmer or rancher outcome is predictable. NCR-SARE may choose to support a limited amount of this type of research if a strong case can be made for the need and relevancy of the research to sustainable agriculture.
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