What is SARE?

Since 1988, the Sustainable
Agriculture Research & Educa-
tion (SARE) program has been the
go-to USDA grants and outreach
program for farmers, ranchers,
researchers and educators who
want to develop innovations that
improve farm profitability, pro-
tect water and land, and revital-
ize communities. To date, SARE
has awarded over $287 million to

more than 7,000 initiatives.

SARE is grassroots with
far-reaching impact

Four regional councils of expert
practitioners set priorities and
make grants in every state and

island protectorate.

SARE communicates results

SARE shares project results by
requiring grantees to conduct
outreach and grower engage-
ment; and by maintaining the
SARE Learning Center—a library
of practical publications,
grantee-produced information
products and other educational

materials.
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Project Highlight: Advancing Opportunities for Women Farmers

omen farmers accounted for 30
Wpercent of farmers nationwide in
2012, according to the Census of Agri-
culture, and 14 percent of them were
principal operators. But while those
numbers are encouraging, support and
outreach is needed to increase those
numbers and to sustain the women al-
ready involved in agriculture.

That is why organizations like An-
nie’s Project, a national risk-manage-
ment education program for women
launched in 2003, is so needed. Its
2012 SARE grant allowed the program
to expand its reach by conducting two
training events in Mississippi where
Extension educators from across the
South gathered to learn how to conduct

Annie’s Project workshops. A typical

Annie’s Project workshop brings in
guest speakers from local agricultural
businesses to discuss topics such as
finances, human resources and mar-
keting with local women farmers.
The SARE-funded trainings drew 63
Extension educators from 12 universi-
ties—including three historically black
universities—and many went on to
conduct workshops in their communi-
ties. In Mississippi alone, more than 16
educators went on to hold local Annie’s
Project workshops.

For more information on this proj-
ect, see www.sare.org/projects, and

search for project number ES12-113.

SARE in Mississippi

www.southernsare.org/mississippi
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SARE’s four regional programs and outreach office work to advance

sustainable innovations to the whole of American agriculture.



SARE Grants in
Mississippi

SARE has

Innovation Grants

4 Community 1 On-Farm Research Grant

awarded a
10 Farmer/
4 Graduate Rancher Grants
total of Student Grants
38 grants
. .. 9 Research &
1n Mississ1ppi Education Grants

since 1988

SARE’s Impact

Contact Your SARE State Coordinator

10 Professional
Development Grants

of producers report using a new production
53 percent

technique after reading a SARE publication.

of producers said they improved soil quality
/9 percent

through their SARE project.

of producers said their SARE project helped
64 percent

them achieve higher sales.

SARE sustainable ag coordinators run state-level educational programs for Extension and other ag professionals, and many help grant

applicants and recipients with planning and outreach. Visit www.southernsare.org/mississippi to learn more.
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SARE is funded by the USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA).
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For detailed information on SARE projects, go to

www.SARE. org



