
When you live on an island per-

petually faced with high import 

costs and limited resources, producing 

food in sustainable systems that rely 

little on off-farm inputs is more a neces-

sity than a choice. But even then, sus-

tainable production for growers in the 

U.S. Virgin Islands comes with its own 

challenges, as the tropical climate fuels 

an endless onslaught of weeds, pests, 

diseases and low soil fertility. 

 “Anything we can do to help our 

farmers sustainably manage these 

burdens and become more successful is 

important to us,” said Stuart Weiss, an 

agroecologist with University of Vir-

gin Islands Extension. This need has 

prompted Weiss to explore the use of 

cover crops as a means to tackle issues 

with soil fertility and pests. Using two 

SARE grants, he has led efforts to find 

cover crops, many of them legumes, 

that could thrive in tropical conditions 

and bring the most benefit to farmers, 

and to identify effective ways to manage 

them in no-till systems. 

 The researchers demonstrated the 

value of cover crops enough that 18 

small-scale farms began using them 

during the course of the projects. Sunn 

hemp showed the most promise. Requir-

ing no external inputs to grow, it pro-

vided excellent weed suppression and 

contributed more to soil fertility than 

other cover crop species.

 For more information on these proj-

ects, see www.sare.org/projects, and 

search for project numbers OS11-062 

and LS12-252.

SARE: Advancing the Frontier of 
Sustainable Agriculture in...

U.S. Virgin Islands

SARE’s four regional programs and outreach office work to advance 
sustainable innovations to the whole of American agriculture.

$925,989 in total 
funding

8 grant projects

(since 1988)

SARE in U.S. Virgin Islands

Project Highlight: Cover Crops Can Thrive in the Tropics
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Since 1988, the Sustainable 

Agriculture Research & Educa-

tion (SARE) program has been the 

go-to USDA grants and outreach 

program for farmers, ranchers, 

researchers and educators who 

want to develop innovations that 

improve farm profitability, pro-

tect water and land, and revital-

ize communities. To date, SARE 

has awarded over $287 million to 

more than 7,000 initiatives.

What is SARE?

SARE is grassroots with 
far-reaching impact
Four regional councils of expert 

practitioners set priorities and 

make grants in every state and 

island protectorate. 

SARE communicates results
SARE shares project results by 

requiring grantees to conduct 

outreach and grower engage-

ment; and by maintaining the 

SARE Learning Center—a library 

of practical publications, 

grantee-produced information 

products and other educational 

materials.

For a complete list of grant 

projects state by state, go to

www.sare.org/state-summaries

U.S. Virgin 
Islands

www.southernsare.org/virginislands



SARE Grants in
U.S. Virgin Islands

SARE has 

awarded a total 

of 8 grants

in U.S. Virgin 

Islands

since 1988

5 Research & 
Education Grants

1 Community 
Innovation Grant

For detailed information on SARE projects, go to

www.sare.org

Contact Your SARE State Coordinator
SARE sustainable ag coordinators run state-level educational programs for Extension and other ag professionals, and many help grant 
applicants and recipients with planning and outreach. Visit www.southernsare.org/virginislands to learn more.

SARE is funded by the USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA).

1 On-Farm 
Research Grant

SARE’s Impact

of producers said they improved soil quality 
through their SARE project.79 percent

of producers said their SARE project helped 
them achieve higher sales.64 percent

of producers report using a new production 
technique after reading a SARE publication.53 percent
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