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Context and Overview

The Washington State Pro-
fessional Development Pro-
gram (PDP) is part of the
Washington State University
Center for Sustaining Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources
(CSANR). The PDP focus,
which reflects that of the cen-
ter, includes biointensive and
organic agriculture (BIOAg),
bioenergy, bioproducts, sus-
tainable farming systems,
community food systems,
direct marketing and small
farm opportunities.

Within these programs,
PDP gives priority to projects
that address the top three
informational needs among
Washington’s Extension edu-
cators (2004 survey): organic
agriculture, economics of
alternative systems, and soil-
building crop rotations.

PDP’s goal is to help WSU
Extension, NRCS and other
agency personnel gain knowl-
edge and skills to serve their
constituents in these areas to
promote the health of Wash-
ington's people, land and
communities. Within our three
-year plan we have specific
activities that focus on new
WSU Extension personnel.

The two state coordinators,
Andy McGuire in eastern
Washington and Carol Miles
in western Washington, are
part of the CSANR leadership
team, a diverse group of WSU
faculty that sets the direction,
including PDP. The CSANR
advisory council, individuals
from various sectors of Wash-
ington’s diverse agriculture,
provides advice and guidance
to CSANR and the PDP coordi-
nators.

Activities and
Methods

In the 2007-
08 reporting pe-
riod, most PDP
funds supported
sustainable agri-
culture-related
speakers for the

WSU All-
Extension confer- |

ence March 6-8,
in Spokane, in-
cluding travel
and honoraria for
six speakers and one profes-
sional facilitator. The theme,
Energy and Agriculture, tied
together keynote speaker
Paul Roberts, author of The
End of Qil, with other speak-

Washington SARE
Co-Coordinators

Eastern Washington

Andy McGuire

Center for Sustaining Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources
(CSANR)

Washington State University
35 C St NW, Courthouse
Ephrata WA 98823

(509) 754-2011 ext. 413
(509) 754-0163 fax
amcguire@wsu.edu

Western Washington

Carol Miles

Associate Scientist/Extension
Specialist

Washington State University
Mount Vernon NWREC
16650 State Route 536
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-
4768

(360) 848-6150
milesc@wsu.edu

Andy McGuire serves as the Western SARE
coordinator for eastern Washington.

ers in the agricultural track,
which covered:

e  meeting regional food
needs from regional pro-
duction

e  biofuels

® energy use in the trans-
port of goods

®  energy use in agriculture

e natural gas and nitrogen
fertilizer

e food distribution and
energy use

e climate change and agri-
culture

e |abor and immigration
issues in agriculture

A facilitated session fol-
lowed, designed to empower
extension personnel to apply
what they had learned to local
programming. Facilitator
Peter Bloome, with the Coun-
cil for Agricultural Science and
Technology, guided attendees
in small group discussions on
potential impacts, concluding
with a discussion of how WSU
Extension could continue the
process of addressing these
important topics.

..continned on next page
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Western SARE, a
USDA organization,
funds grants for re-
search and education
that develop or promote
some aspect of agricul-
tural sustainability,
which embraces

o profitable farms

and ranches

o a healthy environ-
ment

o strong families and
communities.

The Western Region,
one of four SARE re-
gions nationwide, Is
administered through
Utah State University.

Western SARE:
http://wsare.usu.edu

National SARE
www.sare.org
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As PDP money
was used to sup-
port these speak-
ers, Andy McGuire,
PDP co-
coordinator, was
made chairman of
the planning com-
mittee for the
agriculture-related
track, enabling the
selection of speak-
ers who ad-
dressed sustain-
able agriculture

solutions. Western Carol Miles, Western SARE coordinator for west-

SARE support was ern Washington chats with Henning Sehmsdorf,

acknowledged

through announcements,

visuals and a flyer included in
attendee packets.

The remaining PDP funding
supported:

e Feedback sessions on
the WSU sustainable
agriculture educational
programs

e  Travel scholarships to
attend the Washington
Tilth conference

e Travel scholarship for the
Cultivating Success coor-
dinator to attend training

PDP-funded Publications/
Educational Materials and
Products

Two publications were
distributed to the 23 Exten-
sion personnel attending the
facilitated discussion at the
All Extension Conference and
are available to other exten-
sion personnel:

e  Primary Take-home Mes-
sages from AEC Energy
and Agriculture Sessions

e  Potential Programs Relat-
ing to the AEC Energy
and Agriculture Sessions

Impacts and Contributions

1) Acquisition of new knowl-

edge and skills

Over 400 people attended
the AEC keynote session on
Food and Fuel: The Qil Crunch
and its Implications for the
Food Economy. Most (393)

a producer on Lopez Island.

were WSU Extension person-

nel. Several NRCS state office

personnel, including the State

Conservationist, also at-

tended.

Attendees at this session
and the follow-up session
(attended by 120 extension
personnel) learned of:

e  Serious challenges facing
continued reliance on
expanding global petro-
leum production

e  Potential risks associ-
ated with a decline in
global oil production

These sessions increased
awareness and knowledge in
the PDP target audience and
will continue to impact exten-
sion programming.

The rest of the sessions
provided knowledge on sev-
eral related topics:

e  Biofuels overview and
applications

e  Energy use in agriculture

e Natural gas and nitrogen
fertilizer

e  Food distribution and
energy use, potential and
challenges of solutions

e Climate change and agri-
culture

e Labor and immigration
issues in agriculture

2) Changes in behavior and

action

A follow-up survey con-
ducted for the All Extension
Conference found that for the
Energy and Agricultural ses-
sions:

e  Over 80 respondents
said they gained knowl-
edge at the conference

e 15 had already used the
information gained in
their programming

e 37 were planning to use
the knowledge gained in
their work

e 31 were considering
using the information

The focus on energy at the
All Extension Conference con-
tributed to formation of an
Extension Energy Task Force
to look at programming to
address energy issues, includ-
ing those in agriculture.

As a result of the PDP-
sponsored meeting, the Pa-
cific Northwest Vegetable
Extension Group has:

1. Developed a survey for
producers and industry
representatives to: a)
identify issues impacting
vegetable production
and b) identify best
mechanisms for dissemi-
nating information.

2. Investigated creation of
an email-based Pest
Alert system

3. Begun developing work-
shops for disease diag-
nosis that could be pre-
sented through research
center- or county-based
programs in the three
states and in conjunction
with agricultural confer-
ences such as PNVA.

Recommendations
By sponsoring some of the

WSU All Extension Conference
speakers, PDP was able to:

e  reach a majority of WSU
extension educators at
one location

e influence the choice of
topics and speakers




