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Objectives

To determine how harvest
frequency and harvest size
affect the yield and market-
ability of fruits produced by
summer squash plants, Cu-
curbita pepo.

| compared the yields from
harvesting mini squash daily
vs. every 2-3 days at a larger
size. Is mini squash worth the
extra effort, and can it be
profitable for a small market

Farmer/Rancher Grant

Title: Harvest Frequency,
Yield, and Economics of
Summer Squash

Project Number: FW06-042
Project Coordinator:

Karen Strickler

Pollinator Paradise

31140 Circle Dr.

Parma, ID 83660

(208) 722-7808
karens@pollinatorparadise.c
om
www.pollinatorparadise.com
http://

squashblossomdi-
ary.blogspot.com

Technical Advisors:

Ariel Agenbroad

Canyon County Extension
Educator

University of Idaho Extension
501 Main Street

Caldwell, ID 83605

(208) 459-6003
ariel@uidaho.edu

Kevin Laughlin, former

Ada County Extension Educa-
tor

University of Idaho Extension
current address:

PO Box 140324

Garden City, ldaho 83714

Amount Funded: $4,730

gardener? The study in-
cluded a field experiment, a §

customer survey at two
Farmers’ Markets, a vendor
survey, and development of
an enterprise budget for
squash production aimed
at market gardeners and
small farmers.
Materials and Methods
Two zucchini and two
patty pan varieties were
assessed:

Zucchini

e green: Cash Flow from
Johnny’s Selected
Seeds

e  yellow: Butterstick from
Territorial Seed Company

Patty pan

e  green: Starship from
Territorial Seed Company
e  yellow: Sunburst from
Territorial Seed Company
Forty equally spaced hills
were randomly assigned a
variety and harvest frequency.

There were 5 hills of each
variety and harvest frequency
combination. Each hill was
planted with 5 seeds of the
same variety and thinned to 3
plants. Flags indicate harvest
frequency.

Squash from each hill were
counted and weighed indi-
vidually.

..continned on next page



THE VALUE OF SUMMER SQUASH
Results

Squash Yield %ﬁ ;
‘ Weekly squash yield
[ tracked fluctuations in tem-
Sustainable Agriculture perature (DD = Weekly degree
Research & Education day accumulations) over the
season.

Daily harvests yielded a
greater number of fruits.
Small yellow patty pan are

Western SARE, a especially prolific for mini
0 squash production.

USDhA ocgdmzdfm”’ How does squash yield

fzﬂm’x gmﬂfsfor 7e- compare if | harvest small

. squash more frequently vs.
search and education larger squash less frequently?

that develop or promote While a squash fruit is grow-

. ing, it inhibits the growth of
some aspect ofagmﬂ/— younger fruit and flowers.

tural sustainability, When harvested daily the
. plant compensates for the
which embraces
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Squash harvested over a three-day period. At top right are large
squash harvested 9/3. At left and bottom right left and bottom right

loss of fruit by producing new are small squash harvested 9/3-5.
vegetative growth, flowers
and fruits.
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